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Introduction

Welcome to the 2011 issue of Write On! All the submissions in
this booklet were written by Literacy Unlimited adult learners.

We are very proud to showcase the achievements of these
learners. Their dedication and commitment to improving their

literacy skills is truly inspirational.

Thank you to all the learners who submitted their work and to
all the tutors who encouraged them to do so.

Enjoy!
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Spring

Spring is here.

[ am happy because there are many
things to do.

I like to plant beautiful flowers.

The birds are singing in the woods and
diving in the sky.

It is wonderful to see.

The trees start to bloom and the tulips
come up.

[ start to barbecue outside again on the
patio.

Everybody is happy.

Egyptienne
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Cinquain
The cinquain poem has five lines and often doesn’t rhyme:

Line one is one word.
Line two is two words.
Line three is three words.
Line four is one word.

Hibiscus
Black gnomes
Plant green beans
Dirt in my hands

Garden

Cake

3 Grate coconut

Cream sugar with butter
Beat eggs with milk

Delicious

Gwen

Page 15



Hurt My First Winter

I saw only hurt and
sadness because I
couldn’t read a book or
write notes. I thought I
had no brain. I was
ashamed of myself un-
til I saw the light. 1
pulled myself together
and fought back.

It was November when I first arrived in Canada. I was shivering. [
came from the Caribbean on the airplane. I was not dressed for
the weather.

I had never seen snow before. I still have
the first shoes my Mom bought for me.

They were warm, so warm. [ always wore
flip-flops or sneakers back home, all year

% [ went to the super-
= ) market with my
s 3@ o 3 % - Mom. The wind
e *, % *° %’kﬁ * was blowing so

strong that I ran

. X straight into the
1 ks.
Unlimited works Xo bus shelter. My

I want to thank the LU Span o % ° x ° oo %_ Mom laughed at me.
team for doing good iz =L * °
things for me and my

daughter Kayla. I can never pay you back for what you have done
for me. I want to help others discover Literacy Unlimited. LU - I did not like that
rocks my world, through it I hit the mother lode. > ] first winter and I
still do not like
winter in Canada.
Love
James and Kayla
Anonymous
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Now, I can read books
like a bookworm.
When I see a book on
shelf in a book store I
wish it was written by
me because I desire to |
tell my story. I want to
show that Literacy




My Name is Maria

Hi my name is Maria. I am married and I have a wonderful
husband and two wonderful boys. I came to Canada a long time
ago. I had to work and take care of my family. Before I married I
had a chance to go
to school for 2
years, that wasn'’t
enough time to
learn a new
language. I was
embarrassed to talk
to people and espe-
cially when I had to BN
write. I always ad-
mired people and
some friends that
could speak English
and write well. 1
also admired people
that could use the computer.

One day I picked up the paper and I saw an ad for Literacy
Unlimited. Today I have two wonderful tutors who teach me
spelling and writing and how to use the computer. After a few
months my spelling is better and I can e-mail my friends.

[ am very grateful that I found LU. I enjoy every minute coming to
school.

Maria
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Me rcy s Story - ", g
“Commg_:to €anada and.;

"%mg More and More”

My first trip outs1de Ghm, wﬁas to travel té Canada .Me and
my husband were so happy the day that: L arr1ved m Canada.

I came wearing a sweater but my husband gave me a new
jacket to put on top of my sweater..d;ecause I felt the cold air.
It was October 18, 1993. _ﬁ-q. 3

It was not ‘easy because my
sb tookgme’to a school on

1cu@ in ot ghndin my job.

One day my friend called to g1ve m% mforfhatmn for a school.
Its name was ‘Literacy Unlimited’. I started school. My
teacher is Miss Stephanie. She is a very good teacher.

g

I am so happy in my life and_%}ﬁband
are so happy that I am learning more ‘all the time. I

did not give up in my life because I could not read and write
and speak. Canada is the best country.

Thank you to my teacher who helped me a lot.

Thank you to ‘Literacy Unlimited School’ for helping me to
get to where I am today.

Thank you all, for everything!
God bless everybody at Literacy Unlimited!

Mercy
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In ESP class we watched a movie
about Rosa Parks the “Mother of
the Civil Rights Movement.” We
wrote our feelings down as we
watched and then we wrote this
poem together.
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The Rosa Parks Story

TOLERANCE

our TEARS moved us as we watched
OLDER and young people together
with LOVE nourished by the spirit
ENDURING hardship for 381 days
people REALIZING their power
they ACTED with non-violence
NEVER giving up on their dream
the COURAGE of the people is an
EXAMPLE of how to respond today

ESP Group (Monique, James, Grant)

This I Know For Sur

ove is kind, pure, an unconditional. This I ki
y mother will always be in my heart because
erstanding she has sho e. I know that yo
our parents s _{ that ‘yoﬁdé‘;l% will be fulfilled i

'm very hap ; 7 to tell you that when I started to
limited I di not know that Words are buildis
nces. Now Iknow how important words are.

J E Es N
his [ know for sure: that music ? be a good
3 +
‘ ‘ %

i

ind becausé
moves stre ‘al;ld
ds comfo

. ! Z Drugs éan be good
-‘ b t they can destr
¢ d This I k

. hat in the
any people have 1
2hiting for our freec

- iy

s I know: we all
om each other, n

; suc eed alone.

I know for stire that what I wa
achieve by hard work.

'( 1 want you all to know that Literac
Big difference in my life. I did

te. I give thanks to the Lord ¢
1ade it possible for me -
n th e future, vpvl;ic 5

b L S

.l
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Canada

When I came to Canada I had
nothing. Today I have bought a
new house. I worked hard to
save money to buy my house,

and I'm very happy with my
family. I'm very happy to have
come to Canada.

Ali
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Back to School

What made me decide to go back to school? Well I wrote some
long term goals when I started at LU, and going back to school
was one of them. Last year I attended a Sec. five English course.
The course was two nights a week for about
three hours. I had a very good teacher that
really pushed her students. I was very
nervous when she was giving us the outline
of the course. In my head I was saying,
“What have I done?!”

The course was divided into two parts. The

first part for me was a challenge because

there was a lot of reading and writing. To make a long story short,
[ failed the first part due to lack of time. Now for some very good
news ... [ passed the second part of the course. I researched,
wrote, and presented a two thousand word paper on illiteracy. The
listening and reading exams were a challenge, and I almost gave
up. The teacher encouraged me to finish and despite my nervous-
ness, I passed.

I'm happy I

did not give up,
and in the future
I plan to redo the
first part.

Treldon
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Laptops Rule at LU!

Using the laptops in Extra Skills Practice class is not only helpful,
but lots of fun. We started using them to learn more about Rosa
Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. during Black History month.
Later we learned about Terry Fox and right now we are doing the
Elections Canada interactive activities on the Canadian Literacy
site that LU shared with us.

We have learned to send e-mails and some of us have a Facebook
account. We are happy to be able to write to family far away and
to share pictures. We are practicing our spelling on our

laptops, too.

We check the news on
line and discuss our
opinions at the end of
class. As parents, we
like to check out events
on line that are happen-
ing in Montreal and
that are free so we can
go with our children. ]
We like the sites that let
us listen to the text as
we read.

We are grateful to be able to use the technology that our children
already know well. It gives us hope and joy. It is a journey that is
making us better.

ESP Group (Grant, James, Monique)
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I am on my way

Literacy Unlimited took me out of darkness and put me into the
light. When I came to Canada I couldn’t write my name. When I
started going to literacy classes I saw what I was missing, so every
chance I get I would go
to school. It wasn’t
easy taking care of
three children, and
work, but I did it.

I am so happy coming
to Literacy Unlimited.

My teacher is doing a
wonderful job with me,
she is very patient.
Now I can read the
street signs, fill out
forms, apply for jobs,
so I am on my way to a
better life.

Thanks to all at
Literacy Unlimited.

Ver K.
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My Story

My name is Grant. This is my story. I was born in Jamaica. I
came to Canada when I was fourteen and I went to French school.
I did not learn anything because I spoke English and I was not
allowed to go to English school because of Bill 101.

I left school and I went to work. I did not like my work. One day
I was listening to the radio and I heard about Literacy Unlimited.
I took their phone number and I called and spoke to Karen and I
made an appointment. I spoke with Karen and she found me a
tutor to help me with my reading and writing.

After my first class I
felt good. I keep going
to my classes. Susan

at the Literacy office b e

found me a tutor who . - ‘

helps me with my - .

computer lessons. ‘

It helps me a lot. '

I enjoy it. I would like to say thanks to all the tutors at Literacy Unlimited.
They are doing a wonderful job to help people who do not know

Now I look at the how to read and write. From the bottom of my heart I would like

world a new way. I to say thank you for what you are doing.

read books. Iread the

newspaper. I have Thanks to Literacy Unlimited I had a wonderful experience over

books in every room the Christmas holiday. I was with my kids. One is seven and

in my house. Iam one is four. They were going to bed. My son says to me, “Daddy,

learning so much that could you read to us before we go to sleep?” I was so surprised

I did not know before. because they would never have asked me this before. It is be-

Now I understand cause of Literacy Unlimited I was able to read to my boys.

more about what I
read. Grant
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