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LITERACY IS EVERYONE'S JOB

In 1999, Family Literacy Day (FLD) was created by
ABC CANADA Literacy Foundation and Honda Canada
to encourage families to read and learn together. Every
year on January 27, families and communities across
Canada celebrate FLD at events coordinated by literacy
organizations, schools, daycares, and public libraries.
Family literacy teaches children about the importance of
reading and writing, plus encourages parents to improve
their own literacy skills. “There are many little ways to
enlarge your child's world - love of books is the best of
all.” (Jacqueline Kennedy).

This year, Literacy Unlimited - a community resource

dedicated to the advancement of literacy - will partner
with the West Island Daycare, the Dorval Library and

the Pointe-Claire Library to promote literacy and lifelong learningakis a village to raise a child
and Literacy Unlimited is only one part of that village. Reading and writinig slévelop from the

parents, babysitters, brothers, grandparents, mentors, and teachers.

Despite these combined efforts, close to one third of Montreal students drop out @hlioighesch
year. The Oasis program, created by Literacy Unlimited and sponsoreliiay Sctivewear, is
helping local students challenged with low literacy and at risk of dropping oweabieg literacy
skills is one of our best insurance policies for high school graduation and stronger ene&itsbl
in the future.

“Low literacy is still misunderstood in our society,” says Jill RobertscHtee Director of Literacy
Unlimited. It narrows your world and limits your full participation as araged person. There are
many reasons why some students do not succeed in school — physical (hearing) epegigit
family support, frequent absences (illness, bullying), learning diffesutti disabilities, or different
learning styles.

Like most not-for-profit organizations, Literacy Unlimited does not work alone. &teeg member
of an Anglophone literacy network called the Quebec English Literacangé (QELA). This
network is dedicated to advancing literacy and essential skills and is thel woilte of Quebec
English literacy providers both nationally and provincially. For more infoonatiisit
www.gela.org.

It takes a village and that village includes the 132 volunteers who work adyitenlimited to

help students like James. In his own words, James describes his jouirmuld not read or

write at the age of 48. | learned how to bluff others because | didn’t want them to knew | wa
illiterate. | was the greatest con-artist. Now | am involved in a prodratigaches me to read and
write better. It has helped my self-esteem to be able to read to my daugirtern lucky man
because | am at ease with myself and | don’t have to play games atiymor

Let's celebrate and promote literacy on Family Literacy Day!

Alice Reed is the Communications Coordinator at Literacy Unlimited. For mfanenation on our services
and programs, please visit www.literacyunlimited.ca or call 514-694-0007.



